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Wood, and in this case the log, was a living sub-
stance; as soon as the tree is cut the biological break-
down of wood begins. The wood is protected for 
some time by first the bark and in the cold months 
of the year, temperature. As soon as the bark (shell) 
is removed, fungi can land on the unprotected wood 
and start its work. The steps of rot are mold and 
mildew, sapstain, white stringy rot, brown cubical 
rot and then just organic powder. The mold and 
mildew attack the surface to break the shell, then 
the sapstain goes into the wood deeper to start the 
transportation of water down into the wood to help 
decay. Next comes the white stringy rot with white 
filaments coming to the surface to seek out water 
and bring it deeper into the wood. Then the rotting 
fungi starts to basically unglue the individual wood 
cells to bring it back to powder.

If we can slow down the breakdown of the shell, 
then we can prolong the breakdown of the inter-
nal wood fibers. Through spraying on a diluted 
preservative, we can accomplish this task. Now not 
all woods deteriorate at the same rate, for the white 
oaks, cedar, redwood and many others have toxins 
within the wood cells to help retard the rotting pro-
cess. However, the pines which are softwoods have 
a tendency to rot more quickly. Pine wood also has 
less density because the cells contain more air that 
permits quicker entry of the fungi.

Enough of why, and on to what deterrents we can 
apply to the surface to retard the fungi. We have 
several products out of a multitude of products on 
the market. The products we choose to carry are 
Sansin Timber-Tec, TM-5 First Treat, Sta-Brite P, 
and PQ-80. We carry these because they are more 
environmentally friendly than others. However, do 
not be fooled with the word “friendly”. Any mate-
rial in stronger concentrates can still be unfriendly.

Sansin Timber-Tec is diluted 1:1 with water. Two 
options are available: M-30 provides the natural 
light color of fresh pine and C-20 provides a light 
honey color to the wood once dried. Its water 
repellency and UV protection helps during the 
construction phase.

TM-5 First Treat can be diluted 1:1 with water, 
and in some rare occurrences can be diluted 2:1 if 
dry weather is expected or if applied to woods that 
do not sapstain easily. The ingredients in TM-5FT 
deter rot, sapstain, mildew and mold. However, 
because it is working within the wood and at times 
on the surface, it may not stop natural graying and 
mildew. If reapplied as the previous applications 
weathers off, it will repel mildew better.

Sta Brite P & PQ-80 are both super concentrated 
and can only be shipped from the manufacturer or 
picked up at our Grand Rapids, MN office. Stay 
Brite P mixes at the rate of 2.56 oz. per gallon or 
12.8 oz. per 5-gallons of water, or as the contrac-
tor wants to mix it. This product is highly effective 
and has a bleaching agent in it that will lighten the 
logs. PQ-80 is similar to the Sta Brite P but contains 
Copper 8 quinolinolate that is safe for use on food 
boxes. This product leaves a brownish pigment to the 
wood. Note: These products are only sold to builders.

To Remember: Fungi need moisture to live. 
Because moisture is such an important factor to 
sapstain and rotting, we are mainly concerned 
about these during the time the wood is cut and 
to the point that it reaches 20% moisture content. 
Dry wood does not need protection of this type. 
Dry wood only requires a finish to keep it dry.

The other thing to remember concerning spraying 
on mildewcides and finishes is that it causes a film 
barrier to prevent other liquids from entering the 
wood. Because of this barrier, it is a requirement to 
break this barrier down at a later date by pressure 
washing to allow other products to enter the wood. 
Some people may wish to apply a borate product 
like PeneTreat before spraying on the sapstain con-
trol. This is permissible. There are different mixing 
application rates for Penetreat and the sapstain 
controls. Because of these different mixing and 
application rates, it is best to spray them indepen-
dently. This can be done in either of two methods. 
First, spray on before sapstain control or Second, 
pressure wash surface after the house is up and then 
apply the PeneTreat. This application is recom-
mended so that the most amount of PeneTreat is 
absorbed into the logs prior to applying the finish.

Revised from our Spring 1999 issue.

Why Do We Need A Sapstain Control?

http://www.loghelp.com
http://www.loghelp.com/products/sansin-timber-tec.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/tm-5-first-treat.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/sta-brite-p-biocide-5-gal.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/categories/pq-80-biocide.asp


It’s thick, it’s rich and it’s full of protection! First 
introduced in 1993, WeatherSeal is the only 
exterior alkyd resin/oil-based wood stain that has a 
thick, creamy, no mess consistency. Simple and easy 
to use and maintain, there is no need for buying 
and applying two separate base coat/clear coat 

type products because ALL the protection needed is packed in one 
unique formula. A paddle mixer is recommended to completely stir 
before applying. Application Temp: 55°-90° F. Coverage: 250-400 sq. 
ft. per gal. Cleanup: Mineral spirits. Made in the USA.

WeatherSeal 1 gal. Pails 5 gal. Pails

Natural Pine, Sunlite Retail $48.35 Sale $43.52 Retail $238.50  Sale $214.65

All Other Colors Retail $51.50 Sale $46.35 Retail $254.25  Sale $228.83

SCAQMD

Apache Brown Autumn Buckskin Cabin Brown

Canyon Brown Frontier Pine Golden Honey Historic Brown

Natural Pine Rustic Pine Saddle Brown Sunlite

Order Online

Order Online

Order Online

Order Online

WeatherSeal on Sale! 
April 1st through July 1st 2017

LifeTime on Sale! 
April 1st through May 1st 2017

Transformation Deck & Fence
Clearance Sale on All Remaining Stock

WR-5 on Sale! 
April 1st through May 1st 2017

WR-5 Wood Stain 
A good choice for those looking for a semi-trans-
parent finish that is comparable to what many 
call the “Old Forestry Mixture”. Good for high-
humidity areas and holds up well on fences, decks, 
railings, shakes, shingles, and outdoor furniture. 
Application Temp: 50°-80° F. 

Coverage: 200-400 sq. ft. per gal. Cleanup: Mineral spirits or paint 
thinner. Made in the USA.

WR-5 1 gal. 5 gal. pails

Clear Retail $62.50  Sale $56.25 Retail $300.00  Sale $270.00

Colors Retail $65.00  Sale $58.50 Retail $310.00  Sale $279.00

Aspen Cedar Chestnut HoneyForest Green Golden Oak

Ivory Nantucket Gray Natural Clear Redwood Saddle Brown Walnut Brown

 Prohibited in: CA, CT, DC, DE, IN, MA, ME, MD, NJ, NH, NY, OH, PA, and the North 
East corner of Virginia: Counties: Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, Prince William, Spot-
sylvania, and Stafford Cities: Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church, Fredericksburg city, 
Manassas & Manassas Park.

Aspen Cedar Chestnut HoneyForest Green Golden Oak

Ivory Nantucket Gray Natural Clear Redwood Saddle Brown Walnut Brown

A low-maintenance finish that gives a silver patina 
color. Pigment obtained from your local hardware 
store may be added to give some color. (When 
using pigment, more maintenance will be required.) 
LifeTime goes on in one easy application by brush, 
roller, or spray. (It must be completely dissolved in 

warm water before spraying.) Initial color ranges from gray to light 
brown or olive brown, depending on the type of wood, but matures to 
a silver patina. LifeTime is for all outdoor wood. LifeTime is nontoxic, 
environmentally friendly, and made from naturally occurring plants 
and minerals. LifeTime comes in a powdered form, making storage 
and shipping easy. Coverage: Approximately 125-167 sq. ft. per gallon. 
Cleanup: Soap and water. Notes: Do Not Use With PeneTreat. Mix 
LifeTime in a plastic pail - not metal. When applying, cover to protect 
aluminum and metal cladding and rain gutters. To mix the 100 gram 
bag by the gallon, use 4 tsp to 1 gallon of water. Made in Canada.

20 gram bag - Makes 1.2 US gal. $18.95 $16.11

100 gram bag - Makes 6 US gal. $85.75 $72.89

·  Easy “No Sanding” Maintenance
·  Shows the Wood Grain
·  Matte Finish
·  1 or 2 Coat Application

1 gal. 5 gal. 1-5 pails
$42.99 $176.57

Sale $30.09 Sale $123.60

Transformation Deck & Fence contains a harder resin than Siding & 
Trim, providing better protection against scuff marks and foot-traffic. 
Application Temp: 40°-90° F. Coverage:  Approx. 150-350 sq. ft. per gal. 
Cleanup: Soap and water. Made in the USA.

SCAQMD

30% Off Remaining Inventory

Transformation Deck & Fence has been replaced with Transforma-
tion Siding & Trim. Current Transformation Deck & Fence users can 
easily switch to Transformation Siding & Trim, a very similar technol-
ogy that also boasts high performance on decks, fences and interior 
applications. It comes in the same matte finish and the same 6 colors 
as Transformation Deck & Fence, making for a seamless transition.  
Both products can even be used on the same job. 

http://www.loghelp.com/products/weatherseal-stain-log-home-finish.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/wr-5-log-home-stain.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/lifetime-wood-treatment.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/transformation-deck-fence.asp


Meet the Staff:

Purchasing & Shipping  
Supervisor: Yvonne warren

Yvonne has been with us at Schroeder 
Log Home Supply, Inc., for 18 years. As 
most people in a small company, she wears 
many hats at the company. She is the 
Purchaser for both of the warehouses, the 
Shipping Supervisor, and also does ship-
ping and receiving and back-up customer 
service.

Yvonne has lived in diverse corners of the 
country. Years ago, after living for some 
time in C’oeur D’Alene, ID, she moved 
back to Grand Rapids. She recalls her dad 
being a jack-of-all-trades, so they moved 
around a lot growing up. She lived with 
her Aunt and Uncle in Knoxville, TN, but 
then moved back to Minnesota when her 
dad became ill. He passed away in 1968. 
She graduated from Minneapolis and 
then moved up to Grand Rapids to attend 
junior college. She fell in love with the 
down and considers it her home.

When living in Idaha, Yvonne worked for 
Cold Water Creek. At the time she wanted 
to move back to Minnesota and she heard 
SLHS was hiring for Customer Service. 
She applied over the phone, got the job, 
moved back home, and has been here 

ever since. She worked in Customer Service 
for several years at SLHS, until her current 
position became open and she applied for it.

Outside of her time at SLHS, she enjoys 
reading, sewing, knitting, and crocheting. 
Her passion is helping others. She has a 
few elderly friends with handicaps, and she 
enjoys helping them for their physical care 
needs- cleaning for them, shopping for 
them, and other chores and errands.

One thing Yvonne would like to share is, 
“By helping someone else we get out of 
ourselves, it is the only way to live a life of 
happiness.” Yvonne’s passion for helping 
others is evident when she goes the extra 
mile to help a customer with a particular 
situation. It’s great to have her on the 
SLHS team, especially with 18+ year 
longevity!

• Repel water

• Protect against UV damage

• Easy to apply
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Easy Moderate Hard

Keep it in the Easy Zone!

Years Since Last Maintenance Coat
* Estimate only. Home size & condition will affect cost.
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Regular Maintenance Pays Off!

$30,000+

$28,000
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$6,000
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Sashco High Performance
Log Home Stains

Call & Order Today!

www.sashco.com

Get a FREE half gallon powder concentrate of
CPR® Log Cleaner with the purchase of 5 gallons 
or more of any Sashco exterior stain or clear coat.  

    
800-359-6614

    
    

Mention this Sashco Maintenance Offer

Schroeder Log Home Supply, Inc.

    

   

   FREE CPR ® with Purchase!

Limit one per household. Expires 5/31/17.
Offer valid through Schroeder Log Home Supply, Inc. only.

Call & Order Today!

www.sashco.com

Get a FREE half gallon powder concentrate of
CPR® Log Cleaner with the purchase of 5 gallons 
or more of any Sashco exterior stain or clear coat.  

    
800-359-6614

    
    

Mention this Sashco Maintenance Offer

Schroeder Log Home Supply, Inc.

    

   

   FREE CPR ® with Purchase!

Limit one per household. Expires 5/31/17.
Offer valid through Schroeder Log Home Supply, Inc. only.

     
   

  

     
   

     
   

  

     
   

    
    

 

Learn the best ways to 
maintain your log home. 
Visit www.loghelp.com



To Place An Order:
Call Toll Free: 1-800-359-6614 or order online:
www.loghelp.com  Fax Toll Free: 1-800-755-3249

Schroeder Log Home Supply, Inc.
1101 SE 7th Ave Grand Rapids, MN 55744

MN Business Hours:  
May- Oct:  Weekdays 8:00 - 4:30 p.m. CST (Saturdays 9-Noon).

Nov - April:  Weekdays 8:00 - 4:30 p.m. CST (Closed Saturdays).
Branch Office Hours May Vary - Please Call Ahead

CALENDAR
 

  Good Friday  April 14th Offices Closed   
  Memorial Day  May 29th Offices Closed
  Independence Day July 4th Offices Closed

“April prepares her green traffic light 
and the world thinks Go.”
- Christopher Morley

Hope to See You There!

Great Lakes Log Crafters Assoc.  
2017 Annual Meeting & Conference 
June 2nd-3rd
Sawmill Inn 
13505 N U.S. Hwy 63
Seeley, WI 54843 
(715) 634-5660
www.gllca.org

G L L C A

Restoration Special
We are often asked how to restore 
rotten logs. We suggest The Log Home 
Maintenance Guide. It reveals tips 
and tricks for using wood epoxies for 
log home restoration. To help you get 
started with your restoration project, 
we now offer a 15% Discount off  
The Log Home Maintenance Guide 
when you buy any wood epoxy prod-

ucts like LiquidWood, WoodEpox, M-Balm, E-Wood, or 
the Wood Restoration Kit and this book. If you call in your 
order, just ask for the “Restoration Special”. If you order 
online, your discount will be applied after we receive your 
order. Offer good for one book per order.

International Log Builders’ Assoc.  
2017 - Annual AGM & Conference
April 28th-30th
Buffalo Mountain Lodge 
Banff, Alberta, Canada
(819) 983-1494
Fax: (819) 983-2094
info@logassociation.org
www.logassociation.org

In Memoriam:

B. Allan Mackie - 1925 to 2017 
B. Allan Mackie, renowned log builder, teacher and author, 
passed away peacefully in his 92nd year on Thursday, February 
2, 2017 at Lakeland Long Term Care in the company of his 
daughter, Nadina Mackie Jackson. Remembered around the 
world for his remarkable building skills and dedicated work in 
teaching people of all levels how to build their own homes, he 
insisted that we can all be self-sufficient in some way.

McRaven Pioneer Skills Workshops  
Schedule - 2017

HEWN LOG CABIN -- May 8-12
STONEWORK -- Aug 14-18

BLACKSMITHING -- Oct 30 -- Nov 3

Workshops are held on McRaven’s property in Free Union, 
Virginia (near Charlottesville). See www.charlesmcraven.com for 
workshop details and other terms.

http://www.loghelp.com/products/the-log-home-maintenance-guide.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/the-log-home-maintenance-guide.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/liquidwood.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/woodepox.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/m-balm-liquid-wood-epoxy.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/e-wood-epoxy-wood-putty.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/wood-restoration-kit.asp
www.charlesmcraven.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/loghomesupply
https://www.linkedin.com/company/956663
https://twitter.com/loghelp
https://www.facebook.com/LogHelp/

