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Joyce Estate 
gets facelift

By: Scott Farley, 
Public Affairs Officer, Chippewa National Forest

GRAND RAPIDS, Minn. – A 100-year-old symbol 
of the great logging era is getting a facelift.

Joyce Estate, located in Bovey, Minn., north of 
Grand Rapids in the Chippewa National Forest, un-
derwent the first of three phases of work to repair the 
historic site that has fallen into disrepair over time.

The isolated estate was the summer retreat of the 
Joyce Family. In its heyday the property had 40 
buildings, including its own golf course, private 
telephone line, and airplane hangar, all situated on 
4,500 acres of forestland.

The estate has begun to show signs of its age, suf-
fering from the ravages of Minnesota winters and 
vandals in recent years.

The work by the Northern Bedrock Historic Preserva-
tion Corps crew from Duluth, Minn., began on Aug. 
2, and wrapped up Aug. 9. The Americorps funded 
volunteers, who help to preserve historic sites across 
the state, spent the week making the site more stable.

“We go around the state of Minnesota repairing and 
rehabilitating old structures that have fallen into dis-
repair over the decades,” said Cal Umlauf, the North-
ern Bedrock Historic Preservation Corps crew leader. 
“Here we are doing some basic site stabilization. We 
are taking off the old lead paint. We are taking off the 
old stain, and giving it a coat of paint and replacing 
some of the logs and boards just getting it stable.”

In its day, the Joyce Estate was one of the most expan-
sive, extravagant resort estates in northern Minnesota.
 
Given the Ojibwe name Nopeming, meaning place 
of rest, it was once the vacation property of logging 
empire heir David Gage Joyce. 

With more than 40 buildings and thousands of acres 
of land on beautiful Trout Lake, Nopeming was built 
in 1917 and was modeled after the Great Camps 
of the Adirondacks to resemble the resort estates of 
families such as the Vanderbilts and the Rockefellers. 

It featured all of the most modern amenities from 
its own nine-hole golf course, tennis court and 
airplane hangar to private telephone line and 
electricity to maids and butlers. Guests to Nopem-
ing included some of the most famous and wealthy 
Americans of the time. 

When Beatrice Joyce Kean, the last remain-
ing Joyce heir and once rumored to be the third 
wealthiest woman in the world, passed away in 
1972, Nopeming attracted the attention of both 
the public and private sector. 

The Nature Conservatory acquired the property in 
1973 for $2 million and ownership was transferred 
to the U.S. Forest Service in 1974 with the goal to 
maintain and protect it as a refuge and historical 
site for the public to enjoy, just as Beatrice would 
have preferred.

Continued on last page.



18" Prazi Beam Cutter 
Model Pr-8000
Fits All Skil, Bosch, Makita, Dewalt & Craftsman 7¼" 
and 8¼" Worm Drive Saws. Also Fits Makita Cordless 
#XSR01Z 36 Volt. (Does Not Fit Ridgid Worm Drive Saw.)

• Designed For Cutting 18” Sip And Foam Laminated & Insu-
lated Panels.

• Will Also Cut Up To 18” Soft Wood
• Not Recommended For Cutting 18" Hard Wood
• Fits All Skil, Bosch, Makita, Dewalt & Craftsman 7¼" And 8¼" 

Worm Drive Saws
• Also Fits Makita Cordless #XSR01Z 36 Volt
• (Does Not Fit Ridgid Worm Drive Saw)
• Quick & Easy Installation - Installs In 60 Seconds With Three 

Bolts (Included)
• No Need To Remove Any Saw Parts
T167-PR8000-18 Retail Price: $295.00

Tool Talk: Camp & Hunting Gift Axes

Hunter’s Axe 
Made for hunters, but popular with log builders. The 
butt is forged thinner than normal, gently rounded and 
burnished to a flay poll. Grooved 
handle surface gives steady grip. 
3¼" face, 1½ lb. head, and 19" 
hickory handle. T074-480418 
$180.00

The flay poll is polished 
to a mirror finish and 
easily removes hide.

Wildlife Hatchet 
A small, light axe which can be easily carried, 
masked with its leather sheath, inside your pack 

or on your belt. Even with a small axe you can manage 
much: cut branches in the back-yard or chop and split 
sticks for a camp fire. This little hatchet awakens in 
many of us memories and dreams of exciting camps and 
adventures. The hatchet has a 3" face and a 14" hickory 
handle and the head weighs 1 lb. T191-480415 $120.75

Ceramic Grinding Stone  
A man-made sharpening stone with two 
grinding faces: a course side (180 grit) for 
repairing damage and heavy wear, and a 
fine side (600 grit) for sharpening axes. 
T074-4034  $50.00

Mini Belt Hatchet 
Cliff Jacobson, Tactical Knives Magazine 
writes: “It will fillet a fish, skin a moose, 
... pound tent stakes and chop vegetables. And 
it will ride as lightly on your hip as the aver-
age hunting knife.” 10.25" long and weighs 11 
ounces. T074-480410 $150.00

Small Forest Axe 
Same size as the Hunter’s Axe but a more traditional 
pattern and poll, or butt. The handle is long enough to 

allow powerful chopping but not too long so it will fit into 
a rucksack, the back of a car, or a boat. The axe has a 3¼" 
face and a 19" hickory handle and the head weighs 1½ lb. 
It comes with a grain-leather sheath.  
T074-480420 $129.00

The Log Gap Cap™ 
reduces air infiltration where 

round logs meet window and 
door trim. Now avail-

able in two sizes! The 
small work with 6"-8" 
diameter logs, the large 

fits 9"-11" logs. The Log 
Cap Cap’s uniform shape fits most log profiles. With an 

easy scissor cut along the flat side, they work in log siding 
applications. Engineered from 3/4" closed cell flexible foam, 

it compresses and remains in place with little or no caulking 
required. Its smooth surface on one side allows easy caulking if 
desired. They're resistant to mold, rot, bacteria, and will not absorb 
moisture. Available in 50 count box. Made in the USA.  
Small 50/box BR239-LOGGAPCAP $33.28 
Large 50/box BR239-LOGGAPCAP2 $48.00

The Complete Guide 
to Sharpening  
Leonard Lee explains in common sense 
terms the fastest, most effective ways to 
sharpen all your woodworking tools, from 
chisels to drill bits. You’ll get better edges 
than razor blades, and you’ll learn how to 
shape them to cut better and stay sharp 
longer. 245 pages. Softcover.  
B210-070450 $22.95

http://www.loghelp.com/products/prazi-beam-cutter-18-inch.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/log-gap-caps.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/the-complete-guide-to-sharpening.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/hunters-axe.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/mini-belt-hatchet.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/small-forest-axe.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/wildlife-hatchet.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/gransfors-bruks-grinding-stone.asp


Meet the Staff:

IN Branch Mgr: Linda Yeager 

Linda Yeager will be deeply missed, as we retire 
our Middlebury, Indiana, shipping warehouse. 
She started with SLHS May 14, 1994---she and 
her husband had built a log home and needed 
caulk, so they did research on caulking. They 
liked the Sashco product and their nearest dealer 
was Schroeder Log Home Supply, Inc., in Grand 
Rapids, MN.  Linda remembers, “We called the 
office and talked with Gary Schroeder.  He said he 
would like to come to our area and talk with us, 
which he did and that's how I got started working 
for SLHS. I did it out of our home for 5 years and 
then went into a small strip mall and moved to 
our present location in November 2006.”

Over the years she has been able to build her 
knowledge by attending seminars and log home 
shows. One of those was with Sashco in Colo-
rado with hands-on experience on all of their 
products.  She learned a lot by building her own 
log home, and by experienced learned things 
they would have changed or done differently.

they needed to do, restore bad logs, or re-stain, 
caulk or chink the home.

Outside of working, Linda enjoys the outdoors, 
gardening, flowers, decorating for the seasons 
and playing golf.  She is an animal lover, and 
is still mourning the loss of her Collie, Tippy, 
which she lost four months ago. Tippy came to 
work with Linda every day and was loved by her 
customers. They would even bring their dogs 
to play with Tippy. Linda also likes traveling: 
Hawaii, Australia, New Zealand, Bahamas, 
Alaska and have seen all of the Providences of 
Canada except the Northwest Territories and 
most of all the United States.

“It has been such a pleasure working with all of 
SLHS staff and visiting them in Grand Rapids.   
I will miss them.”

And we will miss her. We can’t thank Linda 
enough for her years of service and friendship.

Linda has enjoyed her customers over the years.  
Some of them have been very interesting to see the 
homes they built or restored. She recalls, “There 
was a lady from the Chicago area who built a log 
home and did it in gray. I never thought it would 
look good, but when it was done it was beautiful.” 
Linda has enjoyed going and looking at some of 
these log homes to help the customers learn what 

Wildlife Prints For Your Log Home

Wildlife Prints
We’re happy to offer wildlife prints 
from Ely, Minnesota Photographer 
Ken Hupila. Prints come with or 
without a white 1" top and bottom 
border and 1½" side border. Prints 
can also be put on 1/8" thick foam 
core with or without the border. 
High quality gloss print on metal is 
also available.  

Shipping: $7.50 drop ship fee per 
order to the continental US. Add: $6 
to Alaska & $5 to Hawaii.

http://www.loghelp.com/products/snotty-moose-wildlife-prints.asp


To Place An Order:
Call Toll Free: 1-800-359-6614 or order online:
www.loghelp.com  Fax Toll Free: 1-800-755-3249

Schroeder Log Home Supply, Inc.
1101 SE 7th Ave Grand Rapids, MN 55744

MN Business Hours:  
April - Oct:  Weekdays 8:00 - 4:30 p.m. CST (Saturdays 9-Noon).

Nov - March:  Weekdays 8:00 - 4:30 p.m. CST (Closed Saturdays).

CALENDAR:

  Christmas Dec. 22nd-25th     Offices Closed
  New Year's Dec. 29th-Jan1st Offices Closed
  Daylight Saving Time March 11th Clocks Back

 

WeatherSeal 
Historic Brown Was Used 

On The Joyce Estate
Restoration Special

We are often asked how to restore 
rotten logs. We suggest The Log Home 
Maintenance Guide. It reveals tips 
and tricks for using wood epoxies for 
log home restoration. To help you get 
started with your restoration project, 
we now offer a 15% Discount off  
The Log Home Maintenance Guide 
when you buy any wood epoxy prod-

ucts like LiquidWood, WoodEpox, M-Balm, E-Wood, or 
the Wood Restoration Kit and this book. If you call in your 
order, just ask for the “Restoration Special”. If you order 
online, your discount will be applied after we receive your 
order. Offer good for one book per order.

In an effort to reduce damage, we typically stop shipping temper-
ature sensitive products around the middle of December to the 
northern states. Of course, there is no hard-and-fast rule when 
we stop shipping so please understand that it is important to plan 
ahead and order before cold weather hits. Also, there are times in 
the winter when we will only ship temperature sensitive products 
Monday through Wednesday. We do this because we have found 
that shipping delivery vehicles are for the most part left unheated 
over the weekend. By not shipping on  Thursday and Friday we 
can minimize possible freeze damage of products, saving a lot of 
hassle in the long run.

Sean Dunham, Chippewa National Forest Heritage Program Manag-
er, who headed the revitalization project, said the Chippewa National 
Forest is finding innovative ways to find the funding and labor to 
restore sites such as Joyce Estate.

“We knew we had a need for maintenance on our historic buildings, 
such as Joyce Estate,” said Dunham. “The question was getting in 
people who had the expertise to work on historic restoration projects 
and partner with them.”

Dunham said he had learned about Northern Bedrock from Lee John-
son, the Heritage Program Manager at the Superior National Forest 
and connected with them to start the project. Northern Bedrock had 
successfully worked with the Superior National Forest on Civilian 
Conservation Corps era historic restoration projects. 

“I contacted Northern Bedrock and they came out to look at the Joyce 
Estate with us in February,” said Dunham. 

Dunham said Chippewa National Forest applied for funding from 
the 21st Century Conservation Service Corps (21CSC) to fund this 
project. The 21CSC is a private-public partnership that engages more 
than 25,000 returning veterans and young Americans annually to 
strengthen America’s infrastructure, boost local economies, and multi-
ply returns on the country’s most valuable assets.

“We knew we weren’t going to be able to do all the things we wanted 
to get done at Joyce Estate this year, but we set up a program where 
we start with some of the things like staining and painting and contin-
ue on the project over the next year or two” said Dunham. “The goal 
is to try to get into a cycle where we are working on historic structures 
on the Forest every year.”

http://www.loghelp.com/products/the-log-home-maintenance-guide.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/the-log-home-maintenance-guide.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/liquidwood.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/woodepox.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/m-balm-liquid-wood-epoxy.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/e-wood-epoxy-wood-putty.asp
http://www.loghelp.com/products/wood-restoration-kit.asp
https://www.facebook.com/LogHelp/
https://twitter.com/loghelp
https://www.youtube.com/user/loghomesupply/videos
http://bit.ly/cLbXYU
http://www.loghelp.com
http://www.loghelp.com/products/weatherseal-stain-log-home-finish.asp
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